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TATA STEEL FOUNDATION \

Dr. Sidhartha. S. Das,
Scientist  (Fishery)
felicitated  during
UDAAN 2024 by
TATA Steel
Foundation.

Capacity building
of para extension
workers of
agriculture deptt,
Chikiti block with
ADO, Berhampur
and other officials
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3.5 g of Quality
yearlings
harvested from
KVK farm pond
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Note: Pathara

Varietal
evaluation of
sweetcorn in

farmers’ fiel
GANJAN: I, BERHAMPUR [ armers’ field
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Field day on
efficiency of
seed cum
fertliser drill in
greengram
cultivation
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Solar light trap
to manage
insect pests in
chilli cultivation

Polymulching
in chilli
cultivation, a
successful
intervention
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Behera’s ‘fishinspiration’ story motivating many

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, March 28: A fish
farmer has carved a niche for
himself by becoming self-reliant
infingerlings production which
has contributed immensely in in-
creasing the output in districts
of South Odisha. The deeds of
Sureshen Behera, 44, a resident
of Tareipatapur village under
Chhatrapur block in Ganjam
district have now spread farand
wide. Behera may have studied
till Class VI only, but now heis
known as the driver of ‘Blue
Revolution' (fish cultivation) for
achieving tremendous suceess in
production of fingerlings.
Behera's achievements have
not gone unnoticed. He was fe-
licitated as a millionaire ‘fish
farmer” at a ‘Farmer Mela’
(Chashi Mela) in New Delhi
last year. His remarkable suc-

cessstory isnow an inspiration
to other fish farmers who ap-
preciate his efforts as they do
not have to depend now on
other states for purchasing fin-
gerlings and other aquacul-
ture materials. They now have
aonestop solution at affordable
prices from Behera,

Sureshen, after dropping out
of school, started catching fish
from various ponds in his vil-
lage and sold them in the mar-
kets. However, lack of profit
and financial hardships in his
family drove him to take up
odd jobs as a mason and work
on farmlands of others.
However, these failed to give
him any satisfaction and he
decided that fish farming will
be his bread and butter.

With this in mind, he took
lease of a few ponds and started
cultivation of fingerlings from
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2008. Later; he acquired an aban-
doned pond in Humuri village

spread over 31 acres to expand
his business. His efforts soon
bore fruit as he started sup-
plying fingerlings to fish farm-
ers in Ganjam, Malkangiri,
Koraput, Gajapati, Kandhamal
and even to faraway Nayagarh
and Puri districts as well as to
Srikakulam in neighbouring
Andhra Pradesh.

Behera informed that he is
producing around 40 varieties of
fingerlings like Rohu, Labio
Katla (Bhakur), Mrigal Carp
(Mirikali), Dalakhia, Common
Carp, Silver Carp, Pangas Catfish
(Jalanga), Roopchand, Black
Carp, Walking Catfish (Magur)
and Kau. The prices of the fin-
gerlings range from one rupee
1020,

Behera stated that in 2023 he
had made over 22 crore after in-
vesting in fingerlings worth
%30 lakh. He added that he has

now expanded his business.
He sells food for fish, medi-
cines, fishing nets, boats to
farmers. Behera said that the
soil and waterof a pond should
be tested with the help of
‘Krushi Vigyan Kendra'. He
added that technical advice
should be taken to prevent the
spread of diseases among fishes.

‘Millionaire’ Behera is now
motivating villagers including
women and youths to take up
fish farming. He has opened a
‘one stop aqua shop' for the pur-
pose. He is also using it to pro-
videtraining onfish cultivation
to the interested youths and help-
ing around 20 families earn their
livelihoods. Senior scientist and
head of the Krushi Vigyan
Kendra, Dr Sujit Kumar Nath
said persons like Behera are-|
needed to make the state self-

reliant in fish production.

: KVK, Ganjam-II, Berhampur
: Dr. Sujit Kumar Nath, Sr. Scientist & Head
: Mr. Bhakti Ranjan Palai, Prog. Asst.(Comp.)

Minisprinkler: A
successful
intervention in
summer
vegetable
cultivation

Success story in
National daily
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