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Fragrance of Fortune Lies with Tub Farming: The

ion of Ralaba into Odisha’s Flourishing ‘Fragrance Village'

Ralaba, a modest village near Hinjilicut in Odisha’s Ganjam district, has undergone a remarkable transformation evolving from a traditional rice-vegatable cultivation belt
into a vibrant centra of tuberose (Rajanigandha) production. Guided by scientific interventions, institutional support, and the resilience of its farming community, Ralaba has

bow high-value flori ‘emerge as 2 sustainable and profitable pathway to rural prosperity.

For decadss, the village's farming families depended primarily on rice, vegetables, and betel vine. However, repeated cyclones and subsequent crop failures pushed the
community into economic distress. Seeking a more relizble and altemative, a few farmers began ing with tuberose cultivation on small
plots. Their early success revealad the flower's strons market demand and higher refums, laying the ion for a village-wide agri shift

ATurning Point in Ralaba’s Agricultural Journey

The real momentum began when Mr. Thumar Dalei, a forward-looking farmer, leamed about tubsrose cultivation during an asri extension prog With quality

bulbs supplied by the horticulture department and the adoption of scientific practices appropriate spacing, crganic manuring, and timely disease management he cultivated
tuberose on half an acre and eamed nearly 1.10 lakh in 2 single year. His success story inspired neighbouring farmers, and over time, vegetables were sradually replaced by
tuberose as Ralaba's primary commercial crop.

Today, around 35 hectares in and around Ralaba are devoted to tuberose cultivation, supporting nearly 100 farm families who have established a stable livelihood around
floriculture.

A Continuous Journey of Growth and Opportunity

Tuberose blooms almost throughout the year, offering farmers 2 dependable income stream. Flowers from Ralaba now reach major markets such s Kolkata, Berhampur,
Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Puri, Sambalpur, and Rourkela, with traders from Andhra Pradesh procuring in bulk as well. With facilitation from the KVK, farmers formed the
Ralaba Flower Growers’ Association, strensthening collective marksting, improving price realization, and sscuring long-term market linkages. Demand peaks during
festivals and wedding seasons, significantly boosting farmer samings.
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Maa Bharabhi
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“Students of five
.- Agri  universities

demo units &
interacted with
scientists.

: KVK, Ganjam-II, Berhampur
: Dr. Sujit Kumar Nath, Sr. Scientist & Head
: Mr. Bhakti Ranjan Palai, Prog. Asst. (Comp.)
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